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D istinguished Chief G uest of the Convocation D r. A bdul Kalam  Sahib; 

M em bers of the Board of G overnors;  D irector of the Institute, Professor G autam  Barua; 

M em bers of the Senate; Faculty and Staff;  G raduating Students;  their 

parents/guardians; Ladies and G entlem en. It is m y pleasure to extend the heartiest 

greetings and w arm  w elcom e on behalf of the Board of G overnors and Faculty to 

H on’ble D r. A bdul Kalam  Sahib on this 14th Convocation D ay of IIT G uw ahati. I also 

extend m y personal greetings and w elcom e to all of you w ho have graced this occasion 

by your benign presence. 

The occasion today is both joyous and solem n because it is a m ajor m ilestone 

in your career that propels you to the real w orld.  You have put in hard w ork and 

dedication to obtain one of the m ost coveted academ ic qualifications. 

I take this opportunity to also congratulate your parents w ho have m ade 

sacrifices and stood by you all along, and the faculty m em bers of the Institute w ho have 

trained and guided you over the years w ith com m itm ent and dedication. 

D ear students, you are the future of this great nation.  You m ust have dream s 

and be eager to shape them .  I w ish you all success in your every action that adds to the 

glory of our great nation.  

Today w e have am ongst us as our Chief G uest D r. Kalam  Sahib w ho is and 

should be the role m odel to every young technocrat and scientist.  I say this because 

the lure of pow er and m oney tends to m islead m any an individuals.  

Therefore, w hen you are ready to take a plunge in the w orld of opportunities 

and becom e a contributor to econom ic developm ent and grow th, I w ould like to share 

som e of m y thoughts w ith you on sustainable grow th of hum anity w hich I have 

cherished as a village boy and as a technocrat. 

W ealth is the m ain ingredient to econom ic grow th [“Arthasya moolam 

rajyam” m eans “States glory comes from w ealth.” – Chanakya Sutra] but for a 

sustainable grow th, it is im perative that w ealth is created through fair m eans for the 

benefit of m ankind across the globe.  For the sustainable developm ent, the 

environm ental protection, the social needs and the econom ic viability of the project 

(w ork) you are engaged in need to be integrated cohesively.  For a better clarity this is 

dem `onstrated in the diagram  here:  
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M y dear graduating students, you are entering into the arena of professional 

life w here you w ill be engaged in w ealth creation.  Therefore, I urge upon you that you 

m ust take into account all the three aspects of sustainable developm ent.   

G lobal w arm ing has aw akened us to m any global environm ental issues.  O ur 

planet’s ecosystem  is under attack on m any fronts. O ur body structure is too a 

com bination of five m ain elem ents of our eco-system . In the w ords of ‘Sant Tulsidas’:  

“Chhiti Jal Pavak G agan Sameera, 

Panch Tatva Rachit Yeh Adham Sharira.” 

So can w e feel safe if our eco-system  is disturbed and unsafe? 

The ancient Indian philosophy believes in “V asud haib K utum bkam ” m eans 

the entire earth is but a great fam ily. Therefore, w e cannot separate ourselves from  the 

w orld society. The follow ing teachings of Isavasya U panishad also convey sim ilar 

m essage: 

“O m Isavasyam idagm sarvam yat-kinca jagatyam jagat, 

Tena tyaktena bhunjitha ma grdhah kasya svid dhanam.” 

M eans: A ll this, w hatsoever m oves in this universe, including the universe, itself 

m oving, is indw elt or pervaded or enveloped by the Lord.  That renounced, thou 

shouldst enjoy. Covet not anybody’s w ealth.  

To express in laym an’s language this entire universe of m ultiplicity is pervaded 

by G od.  Therefore, through detachm ent from  all plurality com e to experience the 

Suprem e H arm ony of G od through renunciation of attachm ent, ego, and desire and 

enjoy w hat is given by H im  and never desire for the w ealth of others.” 

It is im portant to rem em ber that creation of w ealth is different from  m aking 

m oney. M oney itself has no inherent value and it does not actually exist. “W ealth  is 

w hat you are left w ith w hen you have lost all your m oney.” W ealth  is things like your 

passions, your netw ork, your track record, your access to resources and your know ledge 

of industry. U nfortunately, in today’s topsy–turvy days of consum erism , the sustainable 

developm ent through creation of w ealth has assum ed back bench. Instead m oney 

m aking has assum ed the centre stage globally on the assum ption that it w ill last 

forever w ith the holders.  H ere I w ould like to share w ith you the last w ish of A lexander 

the G reat w hen he w as on death bed. H e said “W hen I die,  both m y hands should be kept 

dangling out of m y coffin because I w ish people to know  that I cam e em pty handed into this 

w orld and em pty handed I go out of this w orld”.   

In kalyug people have becom e very greedy and reckless for m oney. Bhakt 

Kabir says: 

“K ali ka sw ami lobhiya, Peetal dhari khataai; 

Raaj-dubaaran yow n firey, jyun harihaayi G aaye. 



O ur ancient religious books have advocated the creation of w ealth but w ith 

the advice that such creation should be through right m eans; they ask us to share it 

w ith the deserving one; and further advise that one should be a custodian of the w ealth 

not a hoarder.   

M an is a social anim al and w ealth is necessary for social status. Bible says 

“W ealth maketh many friends.” Rahim  (a N avratna in the Court of A kbar the G reat) has 

beautifully expressed it in a couplet: 

“Jab lagi vitta na aapune, tab lagi mittar na hoye, 

‘Rahiman’ ambuj ambu bin, Ravi naahin hit hoye.” 

M eans: N obody befriends a person w ithout w ealth. Sun G od also breaks H is friendship 

w ith Lotus Flow er that is not in w ater.” 

But rem em ber w ealth also creates enem ies. Therefore, Chanakya in 

A rthshastra advises that one has to share his w ealth for the sake of safety of his 

ow n w ealth. This is further corroborated w ith the popular saying that you are happy if 

neighbourers are happy.  A ptly Chanakya has substantiated his w isdom  giving the 

exam ple of honeybee. It collects honey; neither consum es nor allow s others to 

consum e.  But ultim ately, others take it aw ay and the honeybee dies lying on the earth 

covered w ith dust. The shloka from  Chanakya N eeti says: 

“D eyam Bhojyadhanam Sukritibhirno Sanchayastasya V ai 

Shri K arnassya Baleshcha V ikrampatreddyapi K eerti Sthitaa. 

Asmaakam M adhudaanyogarahitam N ashtam Chiraatsanchitaah. 

N irvaanaaditi N ashtapaadyugalam G harshttyamee M akshikaah.” 

M eans: “A ll great m en should donate eatables and w ealth. It is im proper to hoard these 

things. The fam e of Karna (of M ahabharata) and Bali (a m ythological m onarch 

renow ned for his sacrifice and charity) is still unblem ished because of their charity. The 

honeybees ruefully rub their feet against ground to repent for neither them selves 

enjoying their honey nor gifting it to others. 

Therefore, m y hum ble appeal to the young graduates is that your predecessor 

IITians have been creators of w ealth across the globe; you kindly follow  their footsteps; 

create w ealth rather than m ake m oney; share it for m ultiplication w ith the deserving 

ones; and salvage the m other earth from  devastation w hich is loom ing large.  

Thank you and Jai H ind. 
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